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Italy emerged from the Second World War in ruins.  
Divided, invaded and economically broken, it was a nation 

that some claimed had ceased to exist. By the 1960s, 
Italy could boast the fastest-growing economy in the world,  

as rural society disappeared almost overnight.

In The Archipelago, acclaimed historian John Foot chronicles 
Italy’s tumultuous history from post-war to the present.  

From the assimilation of  fascists into society after 1945 to the 
troubling reign of  Silvio Berlusconi, and from the artistic peak  

of  neo-realist cinema to the celebration of  Italy’s 150th birthday  
in 2011, he examines both the corrupt and celebrated sides  

of  the country. Updated with new material, this history tells  
the fascinating story of  a country marked by scandal but  

with the constant ability to reinvent itself.

‘[A] breathless and entertaining (or despairing) voyage 
 through post-war Italy … A pleasure to read’ 

Literary Review

‘An enjoyable, highly readable history that manages 
to bring murky, often fiendishly complex events into 

the light, providing insight and clarity. 
That is no small achievement’  

Sunday Times

‘Admirable … Foot’s expertise in an illuminating 
range of  Italian subcultures is deep’ 

 Daily Telegraph

‘Superbly researched’  
Observer

‘An astonishing 
achievement’  
Tobias Jones
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